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16-19 Bursary Fund 

Policy and Procedures for the Disbursement of Funds in the 2020/21 Academic 
Year 

Background and Policy 
 
The 16-19 Bursary Fund is designed to help support students who face financial barriers to continuing education post 
16.  The fund is to support students, particularly those who are economically or socially disadvantaged. 
 
A student must be aged 16 or over but under 19 at 31 August 2021 to be eligible for help from the bursary fund in 
the 2021 to 2022 academic year. 
 
There are two types of 16 to 19 bursaries: those for defined vulnerable groups and discretionary bursaries. 
 
Vulnerable bursary  
 
Young people in the defined vulnerable groups are eligible for a bursary of up to £1,200 a year.  This is paid 
into the bank accounts of eligible students in weekly amounts of £30 during term time. 

The defined vulnerable groups are students who are: 

• in care 
• care leavers 
• receiving Income Support or Universal Credit (UC) because they are financially supporting 

themselves or financially supporting themselves and someone who is dependent on them and living 
with them such as a child or partner 

• receiving Disability Living Allowance or Personal Independence Payments in their own right as well 
as Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) or Universal Credit in their own right. 
 

Evidence of eligibility 

For students who are in care or a care leaver, written confirmation of their current or previous looked-after 
status from the relevant local authority is required. 

For students in receipt of Income Support or Universal Credit, a copy of their Income Support or Universal 
Credit award notice, which must clearly state that the claim is in the student’s name or confirm they are 
entitled to the benefits in their own right. 

For students receiving UC/ESA and Disability Living Allowance and Personal Independence Payments, a 
copy of their UC claim from DWP (UC claimants should be able to print off details of their award from their 
online account). Evidence of receipt of Disability Living Allowance or Personal Independence Payment, 
must also be provided 

 

 

 



 

     

College discretionary bursary scheme  
 
Discretionary bursary awards may be made to students to help them overcome the individual barriers to 
participation they face. This means to help with the cost of travel, to buy essential books, equipment or 
specialist clothing (such as protective overalls, for example). These are items the student would otherwise 
need to pay for in order to participate. 

Since the introduction of free bus travel for all students within the Greater Manchester area, no allowance 
is made for travel costs.   

The following standard allocations are made to eligible students: 

• an allowance of £3.50 per day to be spent in the college canteen (the student’s card is cleared at 
the end of each day) 

• a weekly amount of £10 paid directly into the student’s bank account if 100% attendance is 
achieved in the preceding week 

Additional support may be offered to eligible students for the following direct support. 

• Trips and visits 
Day trips directly linked to the curriculum – 100% support 
Day trips directly linked to an enrichment activity – 100% support 
Other day trips – 50% support 
Residential trips – 50% support subject to a maximum contribution of £200 

• Equipment and resources  
Full payment is made for equipment and resources required for a course.  Current examples are 
calculators for maths and Biology revision books. 

• Laptops 
The purchase of a bank of laptops to be lent to eligible students during their time at college. 
 

Eligibility 

To be eligible for support the student must: 

• be enrolled on a full-time course  
• provide evidence that household income (before benefits) is below £16,190  
• be aged under 19 on 31 August 2021 
• maintain 100% attendance  

 
Evidence of eligibility 

The following evidence is required to confirm eligibility. 

• Written confirmation that Child benefit is claimed on behalf of the student, such as a child benefit 
letter with the student named or a recent bank statement or a letter from the local authority. 

• Evidence to confirm that household income is less than £16,190 from 
o tax credits award notice for the current year or universal credit for the last 3 months; or 
o if on income support, a letter confirming the benefit, dated in the last six months. 


